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What is the Best Party you have ever been to? Maybe there are three or four epic parties 
you remember from your life. What stands out about them? Why were they magical? 
What do you do at this Best Party? What food is on offer? What drinks? Is there music? 
Dancing? Probably all of those in some measure, but none of those things are the focal 
point of this incredible party. At this Best Party do you have everyone sit down for up 
to three hours? Do you sit next to your partner/spouse/brother/sister and talk to one, 
two, or at maximum three people over a formal dinner? Do you ask everyone to dress 
in tuxedos? Do you ask people to stand around in a field and drink one, maybe two, 
glasses of champagne while you and a few family members take a thousand photos? No. 
Of course not. You want to party. Those things waste time. Straight up.  
So why, oh why would you want to do them at your wedding? 

Party is the key word. Celebrate! Eat, drink and be merry. You don’t need anything 
more than those three words to plan a wedding.  

And yet, the minute a sparkly ring is on a finger, everyone needs new clothes, new 
hair, new tan, and a formal ballroom complete with a three-course meal. What has 
happened to us?

Why can’t your wedding be just like the Best Party you have ever been to? Well, I say it 
can. Just make it that way. There is no reason why it can’t be the best parts of every Best 
Party you have ever been to rolled into one: the most epic wedding celebration ever.  

To do something because “it’s what people expect” or “it’s what my parents want” is 
to fall into the same trap as everyone other couple-to-be and follow the herd. Be the 
renegade cows on the farm. 



Weddings are wonderful. That is why we have them. A wedding is a day to have the 
people you care about most stand up and support you in this huge life decision. That 
is what weddings are about. Weddings are not a soup, chicken or beef main, a trio of 
desserts, and hundreds of photos with every single cousin you have.  

Weddings should not drive you to financial ruin. That is not what anyone who loves 
you wants for you and your new family. Your people don’t need free drinks all night 
long, beef fillet and a wedding cake that costs more than your rent. If your parents are 
helping you pay for this event then yes, they get to have opinions and make requests. 
They get to add people to the invite list. But that does not mean they get to insist on 
how the day is run or how you and your partner want to celebrate. Everyone has been to 
weddings. We know the routine. Let’s change it. Let’s think outside the box and throw 
the Best Party. Not a wedding.  

Think about what it’s like to be a guest at a wedding. Think seriously about the types 
of guests you will have at your wedding: grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, old 
friends, new friends, family friends, friends with babies, pregnant friends, etc. What 
is the best  part of the day as each of those guests? They are there to watch you take 
your vows and they want to celebrate with you. Make it wonderful for them. This day 
is for all of them because they are there for you. They are your people. If you are not 
throwing a wedding for them you are not doing it right. Your wedding day is about your 
community: your family and friends who are blessing and supporting the start of your 
new family. Everything else is just icing on the cake. Aren’t we are all tired of the same 
boring white icing?  

So I hereby propose this ten-step guide as a way to get out of the Wedding Rut.



Don’t Let A Photographer/Videographer 
Take Up All Your Party Time.

We all want documentation of our wedding day. Everyone wants some nice photos of the 
dress, the handsome groom, the family all-together, etc. This is lovely and important 
for past and future generations. Wedding photographers are incredibly talented and 
artistic people. They are being paid to give you beautiful photos of this most special 
day. But you don’t need hundreds of photos. Usually the best photos from any wedding 
are candid shots of smiles and hugs and happy tears. Many wedding photographers are 
excellent at taking these kinds of shots. Definitely take some formal photos of the bride 
and groom alone, a few shots with each immediate family and parents, and then be 
done. Go and enjoy your guests! Hang out with friends and relatives who you don’t see 
enough. Ask friends to take photos. Have a #hashtag so everyone can post on Instagram. 
The Best Party you have ever been to never includes an hour or two set aside for photos.

Don’t Let The Venue Tell You “This Is How 
We Do It And We Can’t Do It Any Other Way.”

This is a tricky one. Hotels and wedding venues are in the wedding business. They want 
your money and they want a lot of it and they know that because it is “your big day” 
they can make you do things you wouldn’t ever normally do. Like pay 500 smackers 
for a cake. Or pay extra so your chairs can have a pink bow on them and your place 
cards are hand written. The Best Party doesn’t need that. Neither do you. Of course you 
want your wedding venue to be beautiful. Of course you want your guests to think it’s 
fabulous. If you create the right mood for the day, if you know what makes a good party, 
it won’t matter if you are in a field in Athlone or The Merrion Hotel.

Here’s a fun secret: you can do anything you want for your wedding reception. You are 
paying to host a party at a venue. It’s your party. Make it about you as a couple. Party 
like you want to. Make it killer. 



Don’t Hold Your Guests Captive

Everyone loves a wedding, but no one loves being held anywhere against their will. 
Weddings today take too long. Often it’s 8pm before you see any food and you’ve been 
“at the wedding” since two or three in the afternoon. We have to wait for you to take 
photos. Then we have to wait for speeches. Then we have to wait for the cake to be 
cut. That is a lot of waiting around. If you have other friends at the wedding, if you are 
family, waiting around is easier because you have lots of people to talk to. But what 
about your guests who don’t know as many people? What about older guests who don’t 
want to talk to that many people? What about guests who are paying through the nose 
for a babysitter and might like to get home for the 10pm feeding?  

I know what you’re going to say: “Irish weddings go late! It’s just what happens!” That’s 
fine. The wedding should go late; a lot of the Best Parties do. Just don’t force people to 
be there for all of it.  

Let your guests “choose their own adventure” at your wedding. Facilitate times for 
casual exits from the party. Don’t hold them hostage for hours on end. You know how 
judgmental everyone is about a wedding. Nothing you pick for your day (the dress, 
the flowers, the venue, the transportation, the champagne) will please everyone. So do 
your best to build your wedding so that your guests can please themselves. This means 
having a vegetarian option that is not just goats cheese, it means letting friends with 
babies bring them if they need to, it means having plenty of chairs for elderly guests, it 
means making it easy for people to leave early without missing anything important, or 
to stay late and dance all night.  

If your venue is far away from town, make sure people know a taxi number to call 
should they want it. If you are organizing buses, organize at least two trips (one early, 
one late).  

The key to this is to do all the “important” stuff early and quickly. If you want Granny 
in a photo, get it done as soon as possible and as quickly as possible. If you want to 
mention Great-Uncle Timothy in your speech, do the speeches early enough so that 
a) he’s awake b) he’s not too drunk c) he’s not bored of being there already. He will be 
touched and then delighted that he could be home in his PJs in time for the Late Late 
Show.

If your wedding is about your guests, your guests will think yours is the best wedding 
ever. It’s always better to give then to receive, right?



It is Not About How Much You Spend

Some of the best weddings I’ve been to were the simplest. At those weddings it was all 
about being a part of an amazing day for a couple that you love, not being dazzled by the 
china or Carolina Herrera dress. All anyone wants when they are invited to a wedding 
is to watch you say incredibly moving and important things to the person you love. If 
you are inviting people that say/think/tell you it is about anything other than that, take 
them off the invite list. It is a privilege and an honor to be invited to watch a couple take 
their vows. To get a few glasses of champagne and maybe some food afterwards is just 
extra. It does not have to be more than that. No one should force you to think otherwise.

No One Remembers Your Flowers

On the day people will tell you “I LOVE your bouquet!” and “the flowers in the church 
were gorgeous”, etc. Two days later they might be able to tell you what colors the flowers 
were, but certainly not what they were or where they were placed or how many were 
around. Spend money on things that really make an impact. Flowers are gorgeous and 
can really add color and texture. Often they get lost in big churches or lovely outdoor 
spaces.

Don’t spend a lot of money on them! There are wonderful flower wholesalers you 
can find. If you have a family member with an amazing garden, see if they would like 
to donate some flowers or even just some greenery. Ask friends and family to make 
arrangements. People really want to help and pitch in. Flowers is a perfect opportunity. 
You don’t need flowers everywhere. Put them in a few key places, just to add that color 
and texture and you’re done! Use all the money you saved on an extra drink for your 
guests.  

None of your guests will notice every single detail you put into your wedding. Only you 
will (and even you probably won’t notice every detail on the day). So spend your hard 
earned money on what guests will notice most: food, drinks, and music. Leave those 
futzy hanging ball jars full of sand from the beach where you got engaged to the Etsy 
pages you found them on. 



Free Drinks

I don’t think you need to have an open bar all night long. I don’t think you even need to 
have any open bar. However, I do think a certain number of free drinks, or an option for 
free drinks--at least for the first part of the reception--is classy and will certainly add 
to the Best Party Ever vibes. But no one is keeping score. If you offer free beer and wine 
for a few hours, people will be delighted with that. You don’t have to give everyone free 
champagne for hours on end. Especially if the wedding is going to go late into the night 
and early into the morning. Again, don’t spend money you don’t have.

Skip Passed Hor’dourves

Competition is fierce for those tasty morsels. It makes people anxious that they will 
not get enough, and they are a plain waste of money. Don’t turn your reception into the 
Hunger Games.

Having enough food, though, is important. If you are going to have a “drinks reception”, 
ask your caterer, or the hotel kitchen to put out cheese, sandwiches, or some finger 
food. There should be soakage available. Early drunkenness is always ugly.   

A Good DJ Is Worth Every Penny

I love a live band. I do. But nothing can beat hearing Beyoncé by Beyoncé. DJ’s can read 
a room and cater for all ages. They are also less costly than a band. You don’t need 
smoke and disco lights, just good music. A good DJ will listen to what you want and not 
take requests on the night. Don’t underestimate the power of The Jackson Five (the 
actual Jackson Five) to get everyone, of all ages, on the dance floor.



If You Have Fun Your Guests Will Too

It’s simple, but true. If you are worried about the seating chart, or the tear in your 
stockings, or the flower girl’s tantrum, your guests will notice those things too. If you 
are full of joy and hope and love, your guests will be too. The couple has all the power 
on the day. Everyone will take their queue from you.

It’s Actually All About One Moment

Your wedding ceremony is the most important part. It is the opportunity not only to 
share your love in public, but also to show your community who you are as a couple. 
Don’t put any hymn or reading or tradition into the ceremony if it does not speak to 
who you are and who you want to be as a family. Certainly don’t allow anything to be 
read or said that you do not believe in. Take the time to make it meaningful to each 
of you. This is a new family you are building. You are asking your people to bless and 
support that. Be clear about what exactly that is. It is incredibly moving and hugely 
rewarding to be at a ceremony when this is the case.



In conclusion: Your wedding is about celebrating the 
love you have for your partner, and all the people and 
moments that brought you to your wedding day. That 
you get to share that with your family and friends is 
a gift for everyone involved. Package that gift in your 
own unique and special way. Don’t let any magazine 
or venue manager or Pinterest board tell you how it 

should be done. You know. You know what’s your Best 
Party. Create that and fuck weddings.  


